Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #24 
April 15, 2021 


Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


2™4 Census Update 


Not much to report as far as updates. I am still waiting for the Spring J R Journal to 
arriave. I have asked JRCS members to submit their inventories. 


If you need help with attributing your Reeded Edge Halves or if you need to have them 
converted from JR numbers to GR numbers, don’t hesitate to contact me at 


bustcoin 1 @verizon.net. 
Please send your inventories as soon as possible. Any recent acquisitions may still be 


added by May 31, 2021 for the Preliminary 2"! Census and by October 1, 2021 for the 
Final 2™ Census (Top 15 Collections). 


Please send your Census to: 


Jim Koenings at bustcoin]@verizon.net 


You may also fax your Census info to (951) 242-1858 
or you may mail a hard copy to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O, Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


Updates will be given in the Newsletters issued prior to May 15, 2021. 


When the Final 2"4 Census of Reeded Edge Half Dollars is published in November 2021, 
it will have been 3 years since the 1‘ Census was published. At that time only 22 
collectors reported their inventories. 


Since Liberty Seated Coin Club members have now been invited to participate in the 2™ 
Census, I am expecting to see some big changes in the Total Reeded Edge Halves 
reported in this year’s Final 2" Census. 


Commentary 


It has always been my intention to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge 
Halves. Normally, I try report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 most common die marriages (started August 2019, on a monthly basis) 
2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages 

3. Have photos of interesting die stages 

4. Give updates on the 2" Census for Reeded Edge Halves 


NEW 1838 GR-5 FOUND 


Last week, I received an email from Louis Scuderi reporting that he is anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of an 1838 GR-5. There are only 4 Reeded Edge Half die marriages 
rarer than 1838 GR-S, they are: 


1. 1839-O GR-3 1 known 
2 1839-O GR-2 2 known 
Ds 1838-O GR-1 9 known 
4. 1839 GR-1 11 known 


When Dick Graham’s book “A Registry of Die Varieties of Reeded Edge Half Dollars 
1836-1839” first printing was presented, there were only 3 specimens known of the 1838 
GR-S5 die marriage. When Jules Reiver issued his Variety Identification Manual for 
Reeded Edge Half Dollars in 1988, he was unaware of the existence of the 1838 GR-S5 die 
marriage. The discovery piece, then called 1838 JR-18 was purchased by Sheridan 
Downey from a Stack’s Auction on April 27, 1988, Lot 3201. Downey later sold the coin 
to Jules Reiver and when Jules passed in 2002, Dick Graham purchased the coin in 
Heritage’s sale of the Reiver Collection in January 2006. 


Today, adding Louis’ find to the total, there are 15 confirmed specimens known. There is 
also one unconfirmed specimen reported, but not seen, that is thought to be an early die 
stage, not having the reverse die break. 


To have 52 out of a possible 56 die marriages would be a major accomplishment for any 
collector. By finding this new 1838 GR-5 specimen, Louis is well on his way to 
accomplishing that goal. 
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Louis Scuderi Specimen of 1838 GR-5 Obverse 
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One of the main features of the 1838 GR-5 die marriage is a crack “from Star 1 to the tip 
of Bust down thru the base of 1838 in the field to the right of the date” says Dick 
Graham. This was the first use of this obverse die with 1838 GR-6 being the second use. 
Since Louis’ specimen is heavily toned in this area, it almost impossible to see the die 


crack. 


On the next page, however, an obvious die break will be seen that confirms this 
extremely rare die marriage. 
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Louis Scuderi Specimen of 1838 GR-5 Reverse 






One of the most significant features of the 1838 GR-5 die marriage is the weakness of 
ALF in HALF. This particular specimen is what I would call having a die break from the 
rim under the second arrowhead that goes through the shield and ends under the middle 
of the left wing (known as 75% break). This break can be easily seen up to the left 
border of the shield but is lighter under the wing. I have seen breaks ranging from 0% to 
100% (named “Early Sunrise”). The only break not being seen, so far, is one that would 
be 25%, most likely from the rim below the second arrowhead to the right shield border. 


The 1838 GR-6 die marriage has a totally different reverse but uses the same obverse as 
1838 GR-S. 


Louis mentions that there is tape residue in the area of S O on the reverse. This coin 
appears to have strong Very Fine detail. Congratulations on finding such an extremely 
rare die marriage. 


38 Most Common Die Marriages (continued) 


Since August 2019, I have shown photos and information on the 1836 GR-1 die marriage 
and 17 of the 19 Most Common Die Marriages for the year 1837. 


In March 15, 2021’s Newsletter #23, I presented information and photos on the 1837 GR- 
22 die marriage. Next on the list, is the 1837 GR-23 die marriage. 


1837 GR-23 


A Major Discovery involving the 1837 GR-23 Die Marriage occurred in May 2019 when 
John D. of Chicago reported finding (2) 1837 GR-26’s. Prior to that time, 1837 GR-26 
was thought to have the obverse of 1837 GR-23 and the reverse of 1837 GR-25. This 
topic was discussed at the Bust Half Nut Club meeting held during the ANA Coin Show 
in Rosemont, IL on August 15, 2019. 


A group that included the following, Dick Graham, Jim Koenings, Charles Link, Tim 
Osborne and Louis Scuderi reviewed several specimens of 1837 GR-23 and several 
specimens of 1837 GR-25 and determined that 1837 GR-26 does not exist. They also 
determined that Reverse U of 1837 GR-23 and Reverse W of 1837 GR-25 are the 
same reverse and that updates of Graham’s book should be modified to show this 
new fact. Interested readers may contact me at bustcoin|@verizon.net and I will provide 
you with Newsletter #4 that led to this discovery. 





The 1837 GR-23 die marriage is common and rated R-2 (501 to 1,000 known). It is 
composed of Obverse 17 and Reverse U (same as Reverse W). Graham lists a census of 
64, 64, 64, 64, 64, 64, 64, 64, 64 and 63, published in 2012. In my Reeded Edge Half 
Dollar Census, reported in the November 2018 John Reich Journal, I had 65, 62, 58, 58, 
55, 53, 40, 30, 20 and 12 that were reported by JRCS and Bust Half Nut members. 


Graham says in his Collector Comments: “A common variety that can be readily obtained 
in all grades up through very choice Mint State without much trouble. It can be 
somewhat tricky to identify as there are no significant obverse marks or die lines, but all 
seen so far have the crack from star 10 to the rim, and coins will be found with and 
without the clashing under the chin.” 





1837 GR-23 PCGS MS63 Obverse (Courtesy of Heritage) 


All 1837 GR-23’s show a crack at Star 10 that continues between two dentils. The 7 in 
the date is higher than 183. The above photo appears to be a Middle Die Stage as the 


Stars 3, 4, 5 and 6 are weak. Later die stages will have additional weakness in the stars 
and they can be stretched. 





1837 GR-23 PCGS MS63 Obverse (Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above reverse is now known to have been used on both 1837 GR-23 and 1837 GR- 
25. In Jules Reiver’s “Variety Identification Manual for United States Reeded Edge Half 
Dollars 1836-1839” he called this a reverse of 1837 JR-22. He described the reverse as 
having the “Upright of 5 doubled, closing lower loop of 5. A sharp heavy line extends 
from top of ball of 5 up slightly to right, almost reaching top of 5 (see circle of 5). 


There is a lump in the lower part of the shield that crosses under Stripe 3 and is seen both 
sides of Stripe 3 (see circle in Shield). Originally this was called Reverse W of 1837 GR- 
25 but is now known to be used on 1837 GR-23. Likewise, there is a Die Line in lower 
leaf of center pair (see 34 circle). 
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1837 GR-23 PCGS AU55 LDS Obverse 


The above obverse photo is a Later Die Stage of 1837 GR-23 and shows die clashing 
under the chin and in the field left of the neck. Jules Reiver referred to them as “chin 
wiskers”. You may also notice the stars are drawn toward the rim and are weaker. 


Next month in Newsletter #25, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-24 die marriage. Newsletter #25 should be the last of the 19 Most Common 1837 
Reeded Edge Half Dollar Die Marriages. 


Additional Commentary 


I invite readers of this Newsletter to provide me with pictures and information about your 
rare finds so I can feature them in a future Newsletter. 


Again, If you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at or send them to: 
Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes its J R Journal 
normally about 3 times a year. There is so much you can learn from the many articles 
that are published, including New Discoveries, Census Information on early silver issues, 
mint processes, die stage information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. 
Anyone interested may contact W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated Coins join LSCC. 
LSCC publishes it’s Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their 
E-Gobrecht Monthly Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $25 
per year. Anyone interested may contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 


